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Baebgrovnd.  Yhere vas & voghuffle in Ho Chi Minh’s eshinet dun 'vng;
of 1947, Amoog obher chonges, Phan Van Dc‘zp; Tormerly va*‘"’ <>a
becane V.L{" Vinister of Finence. The post of Flrnownce Ifnister wis
fer a laber mwdmalilon. Fhom Van Dong, who probably re
etncation J.n Jenan, s cns of the most p:e:tmlnenﬁ Commrs ¢
eatourage. Vo l’ﬂu;on (rmo.p ore of the most compic-wxs of o
Goz«mwmsn,,n vesipned as s JHnister of National Defense bu'; romad
q Chief of the Ammed Forces. Phanm Wgoc Thach, previcunly Liin ;
Portfoliic. wes nawed “rarmirr Iremier, o post wrich he £ led ch Shrend,
seyving ag o roving ar hemzader (Xaad,z,. Buma, Ceylon, Thailend. ati. Ya Thaah
is regarded 28 o V_.c-mm 5@ netlonelish rather than 2s o Commarist. His role
a:s L‘ew by Fromier and rowing cwbasseder was lavgely wimlew-drecsing -nt he wes
imy & "fignvohand.®
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2.  Thoge c’bexg_:;s in 1947 ropreseried o geneval nnj ey of hmn Ly
mationalists ond choousing the Communists for the m:{po
aolidifring the seppord of the pon-Commuuist cloments 1
'wawm on 5 1*014,#3‘? wap ained abt avoiding any dreusiz‘

oward the Ho rogime and pessibly for the purpes
a comprerise with the Fronch.

Je o Tith mech publicity and Ponfaxe Vo Nguyen rap w niE
Nefernse in J&:za ight am* Ta Juang Dun wes mlﬂ"ad‘cd 'Lu
Ihlg spparent sbous-face on the part of the He Chl .ﬂ,nh
a dcc: ion bo drop uL efforts to negobiobte with the Fr
opposed Lo ZAnp.

lin  tloon Pham Ngoo Thach becape D*pﬁ&y Premier in 19L7, madr poopic
believed that he wep Vice Frovier.” At that tlme thers wan no
mant of the nomlreiion of 2 Tice Fremjer. T6 wes copsidered o
guck & pest mnld be 2 Imown Conmunist guch as Vo ‘Vr:uJ 3
Van Deng, Tean ey fdow, o le Van Hen. In 1908, ab showt ths &
beroms WHrnistor o7 Doferse for the second time, Thach craved ho b
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zentionsd an Depaty Fremier ang vas usually referyed to az 09
Pertfolic or o3 chief of various govermmental missions (mies
2n arez in Tonlzin where Catholieisuy is very strong and vhick hes maintad
a semi~anbonemous stabus; a govermment “fact finding" mission 4o Coehinek ne
2te.}s  Thach was alsco charged with the official recopilon of wissiong froz
l2os, Bammz, eic.

During July asd August 1949 Fhom Van Dong's name has been appearing wili
Creaging frequency in official publications with the title "Wien Pragicr
Codirinohina.® This title apparvently came 4o him gradually viithont sny pabiic
amcunceren’s of his eppolntnent or his confireaticn by the Tietnomese pardices
Tend bub rather as 1f it were almg;@y an accepied foct thel he 48 Vice Frenier
and has been such for o long time. ™

The inconsplcuons elevation of the Commmist Fhan Van Dong to o post aideh is
perhape Vico Iremier, move or less at the expense of the nafdcnalish Tivscly, is
in marled contrast to the publicity that atteonded 4he appavernt promction of
nationalisty a% the expense of Commuists in 1947 and to the mbliclty accorded
Gizp's zeswiption of the post of Ifimister of Defense in 1943. A4g it Ty
comparatively lithle rublicity, Dong's appointment dees not senn to ha
coimection with & possible intention on Ho Chi IfHiuh's parb to drop s
netlonalist poiicies. Ib is more likely that the real puvpose of the
wens lies in the internal situation of the Viet [Hokh in Cochinsiin:.,
rossiblliitios sugpest themselves:

]

»

a} Tt is rowored that the vopular figurehesd Geneyal lizuyen Bivh is cope
stantly in dispubes with the Vielpamese administrative caiefs -n Soohineldnz,
Yoow Van Thiew and Pham Van Bach, Hewever, all three of these lndividuals
ars Vietnamnse nobionalists rather than Comminists and it would ssen urilikely
that 2 prominent Commumist such ag Pram Van Dong would have becn chosen to
settle thelr disputey,

() The ac’mal chiefs of the Viet lfimh in Cochinchira ere Commwmlsts Ung

Van Kidlen and Hpnyen Van Taye. There have been roports of a faivly constant
confllol bewwoen the figurehesd nationalist Nguyen Bink and the veal Domrmnd st
pouers Khien snd Tey. FPert of Fhan Van Dong's job may be the setblement of
this confiict. -

{e) Khiem and Tay are Commnlst veberans, educated in Liogeosw, who ove porsonal
Ioyalty 4o Tran Van Gimm rather thon to Ho Chi Mivhe GCion hag o much lovgs:
pergonal following in Coclinchdne then has Ho Cid. Mimh. 7o selilde this
izg quarvel within the Commwnish Pexty iteelf would vequlra the intorye
of a nan of the hishest qualitiess A highly repited Commrdst with en
cgvle poiitical backzround; an individusl having a high offieinl. ponition in
ha goversment and in the pariy: a highly accomplished and tachinl dlolonss.
Phom Van Dong im a1l of Shess b £5.  The advance of the Ohiness Con kst
arades Howard the bovders of Viet Mom hos Provably strenzthensd the ponersl
position of llo Chi IHuh in relation %o Tran Ven Gian. Glsu snd Bis 5
were mainly eduecated by Commmists in Fraoce and/or Russia. Ho's
wewe more uouszily educated in Ching and/or Bussia. The It tude of
tovard the Lidden conflist belween Ho and Giau is not clzar. 15 nay g
uliimately be Lhe Kvemlin itseis that will decide or resalvae the ¢ ispute

betreen o and Gize, It mey be that in ovder to provent Hhs rocesgity of sveh
intervention and in view of the approzeh of the Chineze Jomschs s Fo 0t

{Anh now feels the time is ipe to seck a sebilement with Gieu end s feliowers.
Giaw may cwsrently bo negotiabing with Ho's rapregentatives in fmoam,  {in

cardy dugust, the Vist lem Fews Service ammounced that Tran Van Glaw ls in

the Fourth 1%)itary Zons, Annam, )

The elevetion of Phem Van Deng may also be intended as a cormberwelohb 5o the
power of Vo Nguyen Glap. Both Giap and Pham Van Dong ars importans Loty

Both recsived theis Comonist eucation among the Clines: Sommardets; hol theip
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characters are different. Giap is an optimlst and an extremist with a rather
viclent attitude toward the French, toward the Vietnamese nationalists s and
toward his fellow Commmnists. Dong is neither an optimist nor a pesgimist.
lle is a realist. lle is an extremely hard worker and a skillful diplomat,
Personally liked and respected by many non-Commrists » Dong is probably lio
Cihd IZinh's closest personal friend. Vo lguyen Giap is the only Commnist
who has had arnywhere near the amount of personal publieity given to Ho Chi
{Anh. If Giap's popularity becomes too great, it mgy be difficult for Ho to
control him. In such an instance, Dong would be an excellent counterwelght .
On the other hand, Giap has many enemies and if the approach of the Chinese
Commurist armies (with which Giap is rather closely identified) brings
unexpected results of unpopularity in Viet Nam, Dong (whose comnection with
the Chinese Commnists was less close and mich less publicized) would be an
excellont remedy. Uhatever the immediate reasons for the elevation of Dong,
and they are probably mmerous, he will, in the future, play an increasingly
important role in the Indochinese Communist Party, in the Viet Iinh, and in
general Viebnamese political affairs.

25X1A

q_(%mﬁ&;% The title Deputy Premier, formerly held by Thach, is
Dai~bisu ~tuong; the title Chief of IHssion often applied to Thach is
Dal-bieu chinh-pim; the title Vice Fremier is Pho~thu-timong.

25X1A %{}mn’bo The Viet Nam News Service amcunced in mid-August the
oilicial appointment of Pham Van Dong to the post of Vice Premier. This .
announcement stated that Dong had been appointed by President Ho Chi Ifinh
at a meetdng of government leaders in July.
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